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Here are some tips to build on your information, media and data literacy 
skills

Look out for more resources on our website on how to use and hone your 
information, media and data literacy skills
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Searching for Information
Information literacy is the ability to search, evaluate, and organise digital 
information. You need to be able to judge the value and credibility of the 
digital sources you find, be able to reference others’ work in the 
appropriate way and bookmark anything useful for future use. Treat what 
you find with caution - we live in times when the media is filled with so 
much fake news and click bait. 

Media Literacy
This is how you use digital media to communicate information and convey 
a message, including everything from text, audio, video and animations to 
simulations. It includes understanding how di�erent media can make an 
impact and will help you think about factors to consider like audience and 
accessibility. For example, you can use your digital creativity to produce a 
video and annotate it with a voice over to tell a digital story.

Digital Data
This is how you use, handle, store, interpret and report on digital data. 
You can learn data skills by using spreadsheets, databases and with 
relevant software, and you can represent findings through data 
visualisation. Being data literate also means being aware of how di�erent 
services use your data, developing good habits for personal data security 
and includes ethical responsibilities for accessing and using data.

Creative Commons
The importance of copyright is mentioned when we talk about digital creation. 
When you are developing a video or presentation with images and audio, always 
check the permissions of using any images or other digtal media that you want 
to use in them. The Creative Commons (or CC) license di�erentiates 
permissions of what you can do with media. There are lots of free resources out 
there so start exploring! Read more about this on our website later.

Library Guides and Services
The library services at Queen’s provides guides and training on a 
range of topics- from referencing to literature searches. There is 
even a Subject Librarian for each subject area that you can 
contact for help! These services will help you to develop key 
information skills for learning, further study and future work. 


