Interview with Pat Hawkins
Transcribed 10/05/25
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Brief Summary: Pat Hawkins discusses her time at Ulster Television, her life because of her time at Ulster, how she got to live in France and India, she reminisces over her experience in the Control Room, and her experience interacting with Patrick Hopkins.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Int: 00:00 tell us when you started and what was your first job 00:02
PH: 00:02 My first job was as a Production Assistant and it was to take over from Gloria Hunniford. Gloria was leaving to get married to Don Keating? Yes 00:15
Int: 00:16 and what year was that? 00:16
PH: 00:17 In 1961, and I stayed there for a few years, until it was time to- I was going to get married. And you may have seen some photographs of that, with Adrian and Anne, and we’re still great friends together, because I was widowed much later, but, I remarried, and Adrian and Anne were back at my second wedding in France 00:42
Int: 00:43 and I think that’s what UTV is about, this lovely family so, tell us a bit about your years working there 00:47
PH: 00:48 I, I loved it, and I loved working in the Control Room, and was, it was exceptional, it gave me terrific confidence because I always loved singing, and helped me a lot with when we took over the program. John Schultz-Conway and I, of, on that one, ‘With a Fiddle and a Flute”, he loved that, so that’s how I met many, many other people, and that’s that was one of the programs, we did ‘Preview’, ‘Six Five Special’ and what have you, yes 01:31
Int: 01:31 And what was your role? 01:32
PH: 01:32 I was in the Control Room with John Schultz-Conway and we directed from there, 01:38
Int: 01:38 and, what, I mean television was very different in those days, was it an exciting place to work? 01:45
PH: 01:45 Yes, it was, yes, very exciting, and it was new. And there- we were all – we were all, it was like a big family, perhaps it still is today, yes. But then when- when- when I left, we went off to India the next day and stayed there for 10 years, and came back to France to live, where we are still present there, you know, in work, which has given me a lot of work there, too. In a different way of course, yes 0:2:25
Int: 02:27 Lovely, tell me about some of the programs UTV were making in the years you were there? 02:31
PH: 02:32 I can’t remember a lot of other programs, but—02:37
Int: 02:38 The ones you worked on 02:39
PH: 02:39 The ones that I, I was in, mainly ‘With a Fiddle and a Flute” and we went around Northern Ireland to, choose Irish dancers and singers, and that was very, very good. That was one of the main programs because we recorded that in the Sunday afternoon. And then, of course, there was the news program every, every evening at 6 o’clock, not on weekday, only on weekdays of course, yes. ‘Preview’, we had on Monday evenings with Maureen Tyson and Hermie Brennan, that was very, very nice- everything 03:23
Int: 03:23 What was that, what was that program, preview? 03:26
PH: 03:27 It was about what was taking place in Belfast over the week, or over the month, and the surrounding countryside, yes. And very often I knew lots of people because I was singing at that time as well with the Ulster Operatic company. And I knew Derek Bailey very well, he was a Program Director, as you probably know. And that’s how I got to meet Adrian and Adrian’s mother was a wonderful person whom I met very often, because she invited us all up to her house for lunch. It- it was really a lovely, lovely time, yes, and many of the people coming in on in the afternoons to be interviews I had known because they singing around Northern Ireland 04:22
Int: 04:23 John Schultz-Conway's name came up earlier in another interview, sending a crew to Monaco to interview Paddy Hopkirk, do you remember that? 04:32
PH: 04:33 Oh, I do, I do indeed, yes. We- I knew Paddy- well, I seemed to know Paddy Hopkirk very well. But one year we went off on the circuit of Ireland, and that was very good, we were with Mike Kent and John Schultz-Conway. My goodness, going in down Glencolumbkille was terrible for- that was on the circuit of Ireland, that went very well, very well too. I mean- certain special memories, you know, and coming back to see people over year, friends who are still there, it’s wonderful because it- we all recognise one another, it’s- just lovely to meet everybody. 05:14
Int: 05:15 So, to sum up, how would you look back on your years at UTV? 05:18
PH: 05:19 Brilliantly, it just- it made my life and the next part of it, yes, that’s all I can say, I’ll never forget it 05:30
Int: 05:30 Lovely, thank you very much indeed 05:33
PH: 05:33 Thank you, lovely to meet you all today again 05:34
Int: 05:34 and you! 05:35
Other: 05:36 Could you do that last wee bit, and just say- at my time at Ulster Television” 05:40
PH: 05:41 to say 05:42
Int: 05:42 Could I- When I asked you how could you sum up your time, so could you- could you just say it again, instead of saying brilliant could you say, my time at Ulster Television was brilliant? 05:53	Comment by Gaby Matthews: Hi Andrew, can you please take everything in yellow out and adjust the timecode on the last answer? Michael thinks it would be better/clearer that way. Please can you share it back with me when it's done. Many thanks. 
PH: 05:53 oh yes 05:54
Int: 05:55 So, how would you sum up your years at Ulster Television? 05:58
PH: 05:58 Brilliantly, because I adored it, and I’ve kept in touch with everybody for all those years since, and I just love them all dearly, I just think we get on very well together, still, just lovely to see everybody, we’re all getting older, but who isn’t? 06:17
Int: 06:17 Thank you 06:18



