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Brief summary: Joan Hutchinson speaks about her time working at UTV. Recalling the simpler, yet effective ways the station operated during the 1960s. Joan describes her role in organising sports programmes, managing reporters and their reports, and how the team worked together in a collaborative and friendly atmosphere. Joan reflects on the simplicity and warmth of those early days at UTV, where the sense of community made it a lovely place to work. The interview concludes with a sense of gratitude for the time spent at UTV.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TRANSCRIPT:
Int: Tell us about when you joined UTV and what your job was.
JH: 00:04 I was at UTV in the mid-60s, and I left there to go to Canada. 00:11
Int: So, what was your job? 
JH: 00:13 Well, I worked for Ernie Strathdee. I organised the sports programmes for him on a Saturday. I also worked for Paddy Scott, who was a producer. He was a lovely man, Paddy. Everybody loved him. 00:28
Int: How different was the sports programme from what it is today?
JH: 00:30 The sports was very basic. Today is totally different. In those days the reporters organised the reporters to go to the different venues and they would then ring in the report on the phone, and then they had to be typed and handed to Ernie when he was on camera. So, it was all very primitive, but it worked. It worked. 00:59
Int: Very immediate as well. 
JH: 1:02 Exactly, exactly, and lots of mistakes to cover up, so that was really it. It was a very nice time. You got all the rugby players coming in to be interviewed by different people, different sports people coming in to give their opinion. Nowadays, it's all very sophisticated, but it wasn't then. But, as I say, it worked very well. Nobody complained. 01:28
Int: How was the atmosphere in UTV back then?
JH: 1:30 It was wonderful. It was absolutely lovely. We were also friendly and nice, and everybody helped everybody else. It was fun, and we were tired, but it was very good. We all enjoyed it. I worked in one great big room where my friend Claire (sounds like Canaday) she was then Paul's wife. She worked there. There was Anne Hails. Adrian Catherwood was there. And Romper Stomper and a whole lot of other people in the sports area was just over here. The directors were in, it's Don Keating, Gloria's Hunniford's husband, at the time. He was working there, Paddy Scott. We were all sort of together, and we all just, it was just lovely. It was just lovely. 02:26
Int: And what did you do for Paddy Scott’s staff? What was his area? 
JH: 02:30 Well, at the time, I can remember one occasion where he was doing a programme on the Somme. We went over [to] the countryside near Enniskillen to interview a mother who had lost five sons in the war. He was doing that sort of thing. Heartbreaking. Heartbreaking. How could you lose five sons? But that was something he just did, different things. He just went along with them, you know. 3:02
Int: Any great memories or people you met, or things that happened?
 JH 3:10 No, I didn’t really meet any big personalities or anything like that in those days. We were just very happy where we were. We got together, and we had parties, things. It was very nice. It was just lovely. A lovely place to work. 3:26
Int: What programmes were being broadcast at that time?
JH 3:30 I think there was "Teatime with Tommy." What was his name? 
Tommy. 
Teatime with Tommy. I liked that. Very simple but very enjoyable. You’d go to the studio and sit there as part of the audience for the thing that he was playing. I think that was broadcast on Sunday nights, if I remember correctly. That was something nice. In those days, everything was very simple, very nice, and very friendly. 03:56
Int: And then, of course, you got married.
JH: 03:59 I got married and then came back. My father was dying at the time, so we came back, and we moved to Port Stewart. It was very nice, and unfortunately, my husband died in 1981, so that was the thing, you know. 04:19
Int: And he was connected to UTV?
JH: 04:21 No, he wasn’t. He was a newspaper man, connected with newspapers. 04:30
Int: How long did you work for UTV in total?
JH: 04:33 I think about four years. About four years. 04:35
Int: And it was a good time in your life?
JH: 04:37 Yes, it was a lovely, lovely time. Everybody just loved everybody, and they were just so nice. People make a place. 04:47
Int: Joan, thank you very much.
JH: It’s a pleasure. Thank you. Pleasure.

