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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Brief Summary: Jackie Fullerton, the much-loved sports commentator from UTV, recounts his professional career as an accountant, turned footballer, turned journalist. The interview primarily revolves around his experiences with the 82’ and 86’ World Cups. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
TRANSCRIPT
Int: 00:00 So, Jackie, tell us when you came to UTV and what your role was? 00:05
JF: 00:06 I joined UTV in 1973 to, surprisingly, present Sports Cast, this Saturday’s sports program. Earlier, February, March, April I had done a couple of auditions because Sydney Perry who was then the UTV Controller. He liked the look of me, and we had talked one night when I had recorded something for UTV. We talked about cricket. I played cricket with Robin Walsh, who was Head of News way back in the 60’s at Ballymena. So, we were great friends, and Robin knew I had an interest in the Media. So, the Green Room after we recorded this thing, and we’re spent a couple of minutes “Hello, hello how are you?” We talked for about twenty minutes because Sydney Perry was also a cricket buff, and we were reminiscing about the great teams of the West Indies, South Africa, the players etcetera, and then we talked about other sports. And gotten on, he must’ve been impressed. But a month later he arrived, and I was playing at Crusaders that year and we were going to win the title. And we were playing a Cup match against Glentoran at Seaview and we had lost the match ‘cause we kitted on a league and cup double. We were a good team, and I was so disappointed. And when I was going off, Robin Walsh was at the game and he says ‘Jack, Syndey is with me, join us for a drink in the Social club.’ I said, ‘Oh right, right, Robin” and I almost didn’t go because I was so disappointed, but I went in. Robin disappeared, obviously planned, and Sydney says would I be interested in Television. And I says, ‘Well Robin knows I’m interested in the Media, maybe reporting football matches or Sport or whatever, but I’ve never thought of television.’ And I always remembered Sydney, this London man, a lovely man, he certainly was lovely because he gave me a job, but he says, oh he says ‘I think you could do well.’ So did an audition, at that time it was Sports Cast former players, some of them, they went to an Irish dig match, left early, came back and did a minute to camera, to say so-and-so scored and all that, and I thought that’s what they’re after. Then they called me again and the next time I went up they wanted me to do an interview, and I thought that’s strange, an interview? So, I was an accountant in those days, I had no knowledge at all about the Media. So I remember I interviewed a player I knew well.  I had to do it, and that was alright, did a bit to camera, welcomed the guy, did the interview and it seemed to go well, so they called me up. I’ll always remember it was the 22nd of June 1973, for some reason that date sticks in my head. And he goes over the pleasantries and he says, ‘Jackie, we would like you to join the team?’ And I, not knowing anything about TV, I said, I had to say ‘What does that mean exactly, Sydney?’ And he says, ‘Well, we see you as the presenter of the program.’ And I went Gordon Burns was presenting the program, who also presented the news. Unbeknown to me, and to all the other people, Gordon Burns was about to leave to go to England, where he did the crypton factor etcetra. And then he offered me four times what I was earning as a footballer. And I thought, as a Ballymena man, I thought this is a no-brainer; so that was it. And here we are, and I did nineteen years at UTV, and then joined the BBC where I did twenty-six [years]. So Sydney Perry’s help - God bless him for picking me out of a crowd. I get forty-five years out of this great business, and nobody cut me off. 04:48 
Int: 04:49 So paint the scene, so you were the presenter then, who was in the team and what did you have to do? 04:57
JF: 04:58 Well, I was the guy that says, ‘Good afternoon, welcome to Sports Cast, bringing you up to date with the Irish League scores etcetera,’ and introducing the various contributors and so on. Lesley Dodds was there, the late Lesley Dodds, what a character he was. Bill Smith, the late Bill Smith, one of the reporters. I remember Ernie McCleary who had played for Cliftonville and Northern Ireland, he was one of the contributors as well, so it was great. But for a wee guy from a housing estate in Ballymena, at that time, Television was a million miles away you know what and, all of a sudden, I’m sitting here in front of a camera. But I loved it. Do you know the first time I walked in the door, I felt at home. It was lovely, and my biggest memory of UTV would be the people, and the warmth, and the camaraderie. There weren’t thousands of us, [one] hundred and fifty or something, and it was like a family atmosphere, and you knew everybody. From the boss, Brum Henderson, to the girls in the canteen, the cleaners, all that, and it was great banter, and great laughs and all that. And great excitement because of the places I got to, or we got to. And Northern Ireland Football team got to two World Cups, being 82’ and Mexico 86’. I mean, those are memorable times. And beating Spain in Valencia 1-0, Jerry Armstrong got the goal, he’s never let us forget that by the way since. But I remember, I wasn’t commentating that night, I was reporting afterwards, and I remember I was sitting behind the goal - not the one that Jerry scored in sadly - but at the other end of the pitch. And I remember, when it happened all the distance away. And there was a silence from the Spanish crowd. The Spanish crowd had been silenced, and I says, ‘My goodness, we’ve scored,’ and that was great, and we held on. We had a man standoff - Mal Donaghee, and that was like the Alamo, but we held on, and we beat them. So, on the final whistle I was to do interviews on the pitch, recorded, not live. So I rushed up from - I was younger, fitter then - to the center circle. And, just as I arrived, Billy Bingham the manager, and Jerry Armstrong were about to embrace, and I ended up in the embrace as well. And I had a lump in my throat because of what they’d done. They had to beat Spain to stay in the tournament, and Billy, he was busy because he was looking forward to more money from TV and radio and so on. He was, he always thought about money, but he was a great guy; a great manager. And I remember the party afterwards at the hotel, but when I was interviewing Billy Bingham, and his eyes was sparkling, and he, I says ‘Can you believe this Billy, Spain, we had to win, and we did win, in Valencia.’ He says, ‘Jeekie,’ was his Belfast English accent, he always called me Jeekie. He says ‘Jeekie, we splayed- we slayed the Spanish bull in their own bullring!’ And I thought, what a great line and that was it. And the party back at the hotel in Valencia, I thought that half of Northern Ireland was there. The place was packed with supporters and all of that, and I was, wonderful times and something you don’t forget. 08:53  86’ World Cup wasn’t as good, but we had an age. That same team, it was aging, but I remember when we went for our first, we trained in Albuquerque to get used to the altitude. And that was nice, we had a week there I think. And then we went to Mexico itself, Guadalajara was where we were based. And we had Brazil in our group, and the first training session for Northern Ireland went along there, and I was in shorts and trainers, because sometimes I was cold, and luckily as a former player I was still young and fit to play in the match if people were injured or something, just to fill in, and it was great, exciting experience for me. But, I’m standing there, Billy Bingham and myself had always been regarded as twins. I think it was the smile and the wee crinkly eyes and, all of that. And I was surrounded by this posse of about forty guys. It ended up they were Brazilian, they were in our group. And it was because Norman Whiteside was there, and Pat Jennings, they knew all these players. But anyways, they said ‘Seniõr, Seniõr Bingham’ and I said ‘No, no, no, no Bingham.’ And they said ‘Sí, sí, sí Bingham,’ and I turned to Malcolm Brody, the late and lamented Malcolm Brody, the doyen, and I said, ‘Malcolm, that happened all over Europe, this identification crisis.’ And I said, ‘Malcolm it’s happened again, they think I’m Bingham.’ And Malcolm says, ‘He’s not Bingham, he’s a singem.’ Saying no, no Bingham, Bingham, but, but, great times, 11:04
BS: 11:05 But UTV was lovely, and I was so lucky to get the chance, and I will always remember, all of the people. But really, in terms of my job, during Murray, the late Derek Murray, the political correspondent, was my first producer. The help he gave me - ‘cause I was as green as the grass - was wonderful. David Dunseith, the late David Dunseith - he was a presenter. He told me and taught me so many things about presenting, and ‘When that green light goes on, you are performing,’ he says. ‘You don’t shy away from the camera.’ You look into- all these little things, that helped, And the late Terry Smith, who was a great pal of mine for many years as Head of Sport. And he taught me a lot about the politics of the business as well, so I couldn’t have had better help, and better support, and I’ll always remember those people, and Syndey Perry of course. 12:10
Int: 12:11 And did UTV cover sport well? When you look back, on the, you know you were a small team, a huge field to cover, did you do a good job? 12:21
JF: 12:22 I think we did. The BBC had most of the contracts, and that was a big disadvantage to us. But I remember we did table tennis, and I had played table tennis, so I was delighted about that. England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland had a competition, a round robin thing. Gaelic Football, I commentated, a wee Protestant from Ballymena. Gaelic Football, I remembered Down against Dublin, and a funny story about that actually was the President of Down was a lovely, lovely man. He had said to Terry Smith that he wanted me to commentate, and I said Terry this was the height of the Troubles. I said, ‘Terry, I’m not commentating Gaelic I’ll- you trying to get me shot.’ And he says, ‘Well TP Murphy’ - I think it was TP Murphy -  lovely, lovely man, now deceased. So we were down at a reception, and I’m still arguing with Terry, ‘I’m not going to do this Terry, I’m- it’d be too dangerous!’ So I met this lovely man, and I said, ‘You know TP?’ I said, ‘I know something about Gaelic, I watch it.’ But I said, ‘I’m a soccer man, so I don’t know the rules, I don’t know the players, I don’t know the nuances when people are, when fouls they’re committing or whatever.’ So I said, ‘What you’ll get will be a very staccato commentary, a football type commentary.’ And I led with my chin because he said, he says, but ‘Jackie, that’s what I want. Our Gaelic boys talk far too much.’ So, I did the game, and it was an experience, and I don’t regret it! 14:15
Int: 14:16 Great, that’s brilliant, 

