Interview with Bruce Switzer 
Transcribed 10/05/25
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Brief Summary: Bruce Switzer talks about his hobbies growing up and how it perfectly suited his role at UTV. He loved working there and the people he worked with. He discussed the experience of reuniting with his colleagues and talked about Ralph Campbell, who died during the revival of The Gerry Kelly Show.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Int: 00:00 So Bruce what has it been like, the whole UTV crew back together, doing what you all did, so many years ago, how has it been? 00:06
BS: 00:06 Oh, absolute, it’s been an absolute pleasure, just you get to see everybody again, cause, I live so far away in Kesh. I don’t get the opportunity to see them, but to come together and I mean there was an awful lot of work, which Ralph and myself before any of the crew- rest of the crew arrived and an engineer - it took us about six weeks to get everything working in the right place. But just to get together again, and, it just felt- it was like last week that we did the end of the Kelly series in the studios, brilliant. 00:42
Int: 00:42 So, like, like, riding a bike, you never forget? 00:44
BS: 00:44 Absolutely, your mind’s trying to think of where plugs in the studio floor come up in The Control Room and ways around problems, which we’d quite a few, but it all just flooded back as, we say, we’d finished work last week. I’m still it- in my case - it’s twenty-two years since I’ve left UTV nearly so. 01:05
Int: 01:06 Looking back, those 22 years, how was television as a career for you? 01:11
BS: 01:12 Well, it was my hobby. I was- at school days I was playing with tape recorders, and microphones. I used to do discos with a big tea around Northern Ireland and I actually built the first stereo disco in Ireland. And had a radio mic with it, which is unheard of. And then to get into television, I mean I have said to people over the years I would’ve gladly worked the first year in UTV for nothing. It was just an extension of my hobby. And, I mean, the career that I had there, and there were great years, in the 70s and 80s, where we had so much freedom and so much variety of programs that we were making, unlike what’s happening now. It’s basically just news, and I mean, we’re the length and breadth of Ireland, be it sports or church services or live entertainment. Everything was new and different and everybody had to get the program complete. So it was- I would count myself very, very lucky to have had the career that I had and I feel sorry for people that have to go into work and they’re looking at the clock to see when they’re getting home, that was never the case in UTV. 02:33
Int: 02:34 And everybody talked of the family feeling of UTV, how do you look back on that? 02:38
BS: 02:39 There is definitely a family. I mean, I have tried since I retired to explain to people, and unless you’re a part of UTV, it is very hard to describe to people the total tightness and family feeling that we have. You know, you do anything for everybody. If we don’t see somebody for years it’s- the case recently, it’s back hugs and kisses and just, it’s such a bond. I think partly was the reason too was because we spent so much time together. I mean lots of families cameramen were- children, wouldn’t have seen very much. We were maybe broken for two hours in the evening for something to happen, we all socialised during and quite often after the program. So, we were work colleagues but were also social friends that just blended together. And just, something that’ll never change or never lose, you know. You talk about bank managers I mean they don’t associate with their tellers, after work and things like that, where we just had that bond, which was very difficult to explain to an outsider. 04:00
Int: 04:01 That’s great, thank you very much indeed, thank you 04:04
 BS: 04:05 What a pleasure, 04:05
Other: 04:05 Wonderful Do you wanna say something about Ralph or, what do we think Jeannie? About the two - how did 04:16
BS: 04:17 Yeah no I can start without, as I say, it’s been great being able to get together with everybody here over the last, suppose it’s ten weeks now. And for half of that time, I had a guy, sound guy, Ralph Campbell, who was basically in charge of the sound desk. And I was in charge of the studio, and we had been working and the craic, because Ralph and I used to get up to right mischief when we were in outside broadcast years ago. And just to get that bonding again, it was just lovely, but as I say, I’d worked with him on the Wednesday, finishing a program, and I got the phone call on Saturday morning that he’d dropped dead on the bottom of the stairs. And we just- all of us in the studio here just couldn’t believe it, and he was the youngest by quite some years, compared to the rest of our ages. We were all white hair and ten years older than him probably, and maybe more, but, it was such a shock. Just such a lovely guy, so full of- I mean never said anything wrong about anybody, an absolute gentleman to work with. And, it’s just been- it put a dampener on it, but we decided that we’d- do finish the run of the programs just in his honour, which we’ve and we’re very glad that we knew Ralph, sadly he was taken from us. 05:55 
Other: 05:56 On that note 05:57
