Interview with Ann Hutchinson
Transcribed 10/05/25
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Brief Summary: Ann Hutchinson talks about the project she did with a MET class, and how it was cathartic to work with her old crew, and how they all felt coming back together again
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Int: 00:00 Ann, you- you come in here today, and you could be forgiven to for thinking we- we're all back ten, fifteen, twenty, twenty-five years ago, how has this all come about? 00:09
AH: 00:09 Well, it was an idea that Michael McAdam had. And he contacted several people and then I was asked if I would come in as Floor Manager and work with the MET students. And I have been working with one of the girls and she’s done very well. And in fact, tonight’s the last program and she will be floor managing it. So, she’s made a great deal of progress, so we came in, and it was like going back thirty years, because we were working with the same people who worked on The Kelly Show. Everybody knew each other, we had such old stories, and such funny stories to tell about the times that we had spent together, and it’s been an absolute pleasure to do it. 00:49
Int: 00:50 And how has it been in terms of professionalism, did everyone remember what to do? 00:55
AH: 00:55 It is amazing, just how quickly everybody went back into their old routines, we all knew exactly what we were doing. Equipment was slightly different of course, but we all worked with the equipment that we had, and everybody just fell back into their way of going. And some of us have been out of the business for twenty years. I, myself haven’t worked in it for ten years, but it just is like riding a bicycle, once you start, it all comes back to you. 01:21
Int: 01:22 And, were you pleased with the finished product, how did it look when you looked back on it? 01:26
AH: 01:26 I think it has come out really well. When I’ve looked at the programs, I think it shows that there is- although the equipment isn’t- is more limited than we would’ve had and we have less space. I think the program has come out as a really professional looking program. I think it stands up anywhere amongst all the programs that I’ve ever done. I think you could look at that and you would think to yourself “was that done in a professional television studio?” It was done in the MET, it was done with the students, and I think it looks great. 01:59
Int: 02:00 So, looking back to the old Kelly show, you worked in that obviously 02:04
AH: 02:04 I worked in that for many years. Friday nights, many years working on it. It of course was longer, it had more guests on it, and we had a bigger crew. And it was quite- it could be- it was a busy show- but it always worked out quite well and I really enjoyed working on it. The thing with being a floor manager, you meet everybody says ‘Oh who is the best person that you’ve met, who, who is the most rememberable?’ You meet people for such a short period of time, you don’t get to actually know your guests. You say hello, you tell them what they’re doing, you tell them where they’re going, and then you say goodbye! And that’s it, so you don’t really get to know people. The only people you get to know are the people you work with, and they’re the most important, actually. 02:51
Int: 02:52 So looking back on your career at UTV, how did you start? 02:55
AH: 02:56 I worked, I trained as a secretary. I got a job by luck more than anything else, as secretary to the news editor. This was in the 1970’s, so I have been forty-seven years- or was – forty-seven years ago, when I joined UTV. And I worked as his secretary, but when I got into Television, a whole new world opened up, because you did not realise the jobs that were available in Television! And you looked round, and you saw production assistant, directors, floor managers, people out with cameras, camera people, all the technical side. And you thought, oh my God, here’s a new world for me! And I worked as a secretary in the newsroom, and this was during the Troubles so that was quite phrenetic as well. And I became a production assistant after about a couple of years, and that was the best job in my opinion, it was a great job, because you had a lot of responsibility. And it was a-a an interesting job and you went out with the film crews, and you did the timings in the studios, really super job. I did that for quite some time and then, oh maybe 7 years, and then Ulster television bought an outside broadcast unit and decided to increase the number of crews that they had. And I was then, then made a floor manager, and that was another job which was really good, there wasn’t, you came into work, you did your job on the studio floor, or outside broadcast, and you’d no paperwork to do, which was great. You came in the day, did your job and that was great. And then I went from that to, I did a bit of production management, and then I retired! So, my whole working life really was with UTV, great jobs. 04:46

