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Intro
Flip is a video discussion platform which has huge potential for teaching online. It lets you interact asynchronously with your students in a way that is engaging and meaningful, therefore helping you to connect better and build a strong social presence.
The idea is that you post a topic/prompt in video format and students respond with their short own videos. It’s an excellent tool for low stakes, formative assessment and it can help you incorporate UDL principles into your teaching by offering students an alternative way to learn.
How?
Step 1: Set-up Account and Group
Go to info.flip.com and sign up for free using your Microsoft account. To set up a group, like a tutorial group for example, click on + Group. Give the group a name and choose a theme. You can decide who can join the group and you can input the qub.ac.uk domain, so that only students with that email ending can join.
Step 2: Adding a ‘topic’
From the group Homepage you can see the join code, you can add a colleague as a co-lead if you share a group and you can see a list of all of your topics/prompts.
Let’s add a new one. Just click on + Topic, give it a title and clearly describe what you want students to do. In this example, I’ll get students to prepare a mini presentation, but you could do anything from getting them to summarise the main points of a lecture, to having them argue for or against a statement or even getting them to do some speaking practice if you teach languages.
To your topic, you can an image (this will become the cover image for the topic), emojis and upload videos from YouTube, but the best way to get results is by recording a video of you explaining what to do as students are more likely to engage if you have recorded yourself first.
By clicking on this video icon, you can record yourself speaking and add effects. Alternatively, you can upload a pre-recorded clip, only use your mic, record your screen and so on. Flip lets you preview your video before posting it and you can even add music and choose your own thumbnail.
Set the time limit you want to give students. Keep it short to keep students motivated and to cut down on how much time it takes you to view the responses.
Before you post the topic, make sure to review the settings. Choose the start and end date and make sure closed captions are on for accessibility. Most importantly, turn moderation on. Students may be reluctant to participate the first time you try this with them because they won’t want the whole group seeing their video submissions. Reassure them that, with moderation on, their videos and comments will stay hidden from everyone else.
Step 3: Sharing with students
Now, the topic is ready to be shared. You can share the link with students, share a QR code, post it to Teams, or embed the topic into a Canvas content Page using the embed feature. This is what it would look like embedded into Canvas and students would be able to submit their video responses from Canvas itself.
Step 4: The Student Experience
From the student’s perspective, it’s very simple to submit a response. After clicking on the link, you send them, they will see something like this with the title, description, your video and that it’s a moderated topic, and they simply click ‘add response’. This opens up the same media window that you had, with the time
limit you set and they can start recording their response when ready. Remind students that they can preview their video before submitting and that they could cover their face with an emoji or just use their microphone if they wish.
Step 5: Education View
From the group homepage, you can see how many students submitted a response and the date of the most recent. Click on the topic to see the list of students and click into one to start viewing. Press ‘play’ to watch the video and add your comments in this feedback area. Make the comments private so no other students can see what you wrote and click send. Make your feedback more impactful by recording it as a video response.
And instead of clicking in and out of different students, I can just click this arrow to quickly go through my list.
So that’s the basics of Flip. If this is all new to you, perhaps try it with a small tutorial group, once over the course of this term, and see how it goes. We know that post pandemic, students are expecting more from their learning experience, and this is a nice little way to try something different.
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