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One of the main sources of my research is  The Czechoslovak Daily, which was

published in the territory of the former Russian Empire from the end of 1917 to July

1920. The paper had relatively unbiased and objective reports and analyses.  Among

numerous  interesting  topics  in  the  paper  I  focus  this  time  on  an  unknown  and

“mysterious” incident that happened at Hailar Station on the Chinese-Eastern Railroad

on April 11, 1920.

During the Russian Civil War, due to the collapse of the Kolachak Government in

Omsk and the advance of Bolshevik power to Irkutsk, the political situation in Siberia

and the Russian Far East dramatically destabilized from December 1919. The Hailar

incident occurred in this context.

Comparing arguments from the Japanese and the Czechoslovak sides, we notice

that  there is  no big difference in  their  understanding of  the concrete  process of the

incident. Differences are found regarding the following three points:

1) Did the Czechoslovak army really participate in the battle of April 11?

2) Did the handing over of the armored train Orlík on April 13 occur on an agreement

or was it forced?

3) Did the apology of the Czechoslovak side on April  14 actually have the above-

mentioned content?

To investigate the “truth” of the Hailar incident, I will use archival materials from

the files in the Archive of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic. In

these files we find many valuable evidences, among which the most interesting one is

the protocol of the meetings of “the Japanese-Chinese-Czechoslovak Committee for the

Investigation of the Hailar Incident”, held in Harbin from May 30 to June 12, 1920. This

will be the main topic of my presentation.

1


